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THE I-75 ODYSSEY 


AUTOMOBILE TRAFFICE IS NOW MOVING ALONG THE FIRST INTERSTATE 
SUPER-HIGHWAY TO BE COMPLETED FROM ONE END OF THE UNITED 
STATES TO ANOTHER,..AS WE HEAR IN THIS BACKGROUND REPORT BY 


VOA'S DAN HACKEL. 


OVER THE LAST TWENTY YEARS, AMERICAN CONCEPTS OF TRANS- 
PORTATION HAVE BEEN CHANGED BY THE INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 

SYSTEM, THE "INTERSTATES," AS THEY ARE CALLED, ARE MODERN 
EXPRESSWAYS: AT LEAST FOUR-LANE, DIVIDED ROADS WITH NO 
TRAFFIC LIGHTS OR STOP SIGNS, AND WITH ENTRY AND EXIT 

ONLY AT SPECIALLY-ENGINEERED RAMPS, THE INTERSTATES SWOOP 
OVER OR UNDER EXISTING ROADS, PROVIDING MOTORISTS WITH STEADY 


GOING LIMITED ONLY BY THE MAXIMUM LEGAL SPEED. 


NOW, THE FIRST SUCH HIGHWAY HAS BEEN COMPLETED FROM THE 
NORTHERN BORDER OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE SOUTHERN STATE 

OF FLORIDA, NUMBERED INTERSTATE 75, IT MAKES POSSIBLE NON- 
STOP TRAFFIC FROM CANADA TO THE GULF OF MEXICO. THE 

2,500 KILOMETER HIGHWAY IS THE KEY LINK BETWEEN THE MIDWESTERN 
CITIES OF DETROIT AND CINCINNATI TO THE SOUTHERN CITIES OF 


ATLANTA AND TAMPA, 


NINETY PER CENT OF THE 70,000 KILOMETER INTERSTATE SYSTEM 
HAS BEEN BUILT. IT'S THE REMAINING TEN PER CENT THAT IS THE 
MOST DIFFICULT. IT CONSISTS OF SHORT GAPS THAT HAVE BEEN 
COSTLY OR CONTROVERSIAL. THEY ARE GENERALLY IN CITIES, WHERE 
COSTS RUN FAR ABOVE THE MORE THAN ONE MILLION DOLLAR A 


KILOMETER COST FOR THE REST OF THE SYSTEM, BUILT LARGELY 
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THROUGH RURAL LAND. THERE ARE ALSO POLITICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSIDERATIONS, SUCH AS THE DISPUTE THAT DELAYED COMPLETION 

OF INTERSTATE 75. FOR YEARS, A CONTROVERSY RAGED OVER 

WHETHER THE ROAD SHOULD CUT THROUGH A STATE PARK AND LAKE. 

A COMPROMISE WAS FINALLY REACHED, WHICH ELIMINATED A LENGTHY 
DETOUR ALONG A CROWDED SIDE ROUTE THAT WAS CONSIDERABLY 


MORE DANGEROUS, 


HIGHWAY OFFICIALS SAY THE ACCIDENT RATE ON THE INTERSTATE 
HIGHWAYS GENERALLY IS ABOUT ONE-HALF THE ACCIDENT RATE ON 
OTHER AMERICAN HIGHWAYS. ONE REASON IS THE LACK OF 
COMMERCIAL ESTABLISHMENTS THAT TEND TO CREATE DISTRACTIONS 
AND DRAW HEAVY TRAFFIC. ON THE INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS, DRIVERS 


MUST LEAVE THE ROADWAY FOR SERVICES. 


AS A RESULT, BUSINESSES WITHIN EASY ACCESS OF THE INTERSTATES 
HAVE BOOMED. LAND THAN ONCE SOLD FOR EIGHTY-FIVE DOLLARS 

A HECTARE NOW COSTS MORE THAN EIGHT THOUSAND DOLLARS NEAR THE 
INTERSTATE ENTRANCES, 


FEDERAL OFFICIALS SAY THEY ARE DETERMINED TO PUSH HARD THIS 
YEAR FOR FINAL COMPLETION OF THE INTERSTATE HIGHWAY SYSTEM, 
AND TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY BROCK ADAMS, IN OPENING INTERSTATE 
75, SAID PRESIDENT CARTER HAS ORDERED THAT THE REMAINING 
SEGMENTS EITHER BE BUILT OR TAKEN OFF THE HIGHWAY PLANNERS’ 
MAPS, 
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